W.F. THOMPSON AWARD FOR BEST STUDENT PAPER PUBLISHED IN 2007 
SHANNON K. BREWER 
        Dr. Shannon K. Brewer (AFS member, '00) , a recent graduate of the 
University of Missouri-Columbia, has won the W.F. Thompson Award for the 
best student paper published in 2007.  Her paper, co-authored with Charles 
F. Rabeni, Scott P. Sowa, and Gust Annis, is entitled "Natural Landscape and 
Stream Segment Attributes Influencing the Distribution and Relative 
Abundance of Riverine Smallmouth Bass in Missouri," was published in the 
Journal of Fisheries Management of the American Fisheries Society, Volume 
27, Number 1, pages 326-341.  One of the reviewers of the paper wrote, "It 
is a great example of applying multiple scale habitat analysis to aquatic 
systems using the latest statistical techniques.  The authors did a great 
job with evaluation of model accuracy.  I especially like the presentation 
of a conceptual model explaining the results and the recommendations for 
future work assessing land use effects on smallmouth bass distribution." 
        A total of 13 papers were submitted for consideration for this 
award, and 17 scientists reviewed one or more these.  Most of the papers 
were reviewed by three to five people.  All of the submissions were 
high-quality papers published in prestigious journals, and most of them were 
praised by the reviewers. 
        Shannon Brewer received her B.S. degree in Biology at Missouri 
Western University in St. Joseph in 2001 and her M.S. degree in Fisheries 
and Wildlife Sciences at the University of Missouri-Columbia in 2004.  She 
completed a Ph.D. in Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences at the University of 
Missouri in 2008.  Her major professor was Dr. Charles F. Rabeni.  In 
addition to the paper that won the award, Shannon has several papers related 
to smallmouth bass ecology in various stages of preparation.  She has also 
authored several other papers published in quality journals, including 
Ecology of Freshwater Fish, Hydrobiologia, and Transactions of the American 
Fisheries Society.  She currently works for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service as a fish biologist on the San Joaquin River Restoration Program, 
California.  Her interests include fishing, hiking, and camping. 

