The Outdoor Resources Review Group, a bipartisan organization convened by 
Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM), recently released 
its Great Outdoors America report, detailing the state of America's natural 
resources.  According to the authors, "keeping outdoor resources high on the 
national agenda is critical.  Even in a time of daunting challenges, the 
country's livability today and its prosperity tomorrow depend on it.  At 
stake now, and for future generations, is the health of our people, our 
economy, our communities, and the lands and waters on which we depend." 

Many of the authors' main proposals are similar to provisions in Subtitle E 
of the American Clean Energy and Security Act (ACES), which deals with 
climate change adaptation.  Among them, the authors recommend including 
funding for natural resources adaptation in any national program to reduce 
greenhouse gases; strengthening regional and landscape-level conservation 
programs; building on existing partnerships between state, federal, and 
private stakeholders; and developing a mechanism for interagency 
coordination of these efforts. 

Great Outdoors America makes clear that "immediate and bold action is 
necessary" to safeguard ecosystems from climate change and other threats. 
The report arrives at a critical time, with the Senate set to take up the 
debate on climate legislation in a matter of months.  Natural resources are 
one of the few areas of bipartisan agreement in this issue, with a base of 
support across the political spectrum, and are a starting point to find 
common ground in a Senate bill.   

You can download the report at: 
http://orrgroup.org/documents/July2009_Great-Outdoors-America-report.pdf 

