TESTIMONY ON THE NATIONAL FISH HABITAT CONSERVATION ACT (S.1214) HEARD BY THE U.S SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS. 

Representatives of the conservation community testified December 3rd, on the National Fish Habitat Conservation Act (S. 1214) in front of the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works' Subcommittee on Water and Wildlife.  Dan Ashe (Deputy Director - US Fish and Wildlife Service), Eric Schwaab (Deputy Secretary - Maryland Department of Natural Resources/on behalf of AFWA), Robert Bendick (Director, US Government Relations - The Nature Conservancy) and Gordon Roberston (Vice President - American Sportfishing Association) all testified on behalf of (S.1214).   

NATIONAL FISH HABITAT CONSERVATION ACT (H.R. 2565) GAINS FIRST REPUBLICAN CO-SPONSOR IN HOUSE.   

The National Fish Habitat Conservation Act gained another key House co-sponsor in December 2009.  Representative Bill Cassidy (R-LA) signed on in support of H.R. 2565 on December 2nd.  Representative Cassidy's support is significant, as he is the first Republican co-sponsor of the legislation.     

Over the past few months, H.R. 2565 has gained additional co-sponsors. Representatives Norm Dicks (D-WA) and David Price (D-NC) signed on in October, along with John Murtha (D-PA) and Donna Christensen (D-VI) and Mike Thompson (D-CA).  H.R. 2565, originally introduced by Representative Ron Kind (D-WI) in May.   

Support for the Senate bill (S.1214) stands at 12 co-sponsors.  S. 1214 was originally introduced by Senator Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) in June, 2009.  Below is a listing of co-sponsors and when they signed on in support of the legislation: 

Sen. Begich, Mark (D-AK) - 7/16/2009 
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff (D-NM) - 9/8/09 
Sen. Bond, Christopher S. (R-MO) - 6/9/2009 
Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. (D-MD) - 6/9/2009 
Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. (D-PA) - 6/9/2009 
Sen. Crapo, Mike (R-ID) - 6/9/2009 
Sen. Klobuchar, Amy (D-MN) - 6/23/2009 
Sen. Murkowski, Lisa (R-AK) - 6/15/2009 
Sen. Sanders, Bernard (ID-VT) - 6/9/2009 
Sen. Stabenow, Debbie (D-MI) - 6/9/2009 
Sen. Udall, Mark (D-CO) - 6/10/2009 
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon (D-RI) - 6/9/2009   

Follow all of the progress of the National Fish Habitat Conservation Act on the  <http://fishhabitat.org/> fishhabitat.org website and the Library of Congress website  <http://www.thomas.gov/> thomas.gov.   

