Partner Led Meramec Watershed Basin Habitat Project 

Selected as 2009 “Water to Watch” 

(WASHINGTON, D.C.) – The National Fish Habitat Action Plan has unveiled the 2009 10 

“Waters to Watch” list, a collection of rivers, streams, lakes, watershed systems and shores that will benefit from strategic conservation efforts to protect, restore or enhance their current condition.    

These waters represent a snapshot of current conservation efforts that the Action Plan is undertaking to provide cleaner and healthier habitats for the many fish and wildlife species and people who call these areas home.  In Missouri, the Meramec watershed basin has been selected as one of the 10 “Waters to Watch” for 2009.    

Thanks to the combined actions of concerned community groups, non-profit organizations, local watershed groups and state and federal agencies, these waters are being improved by planting stream-side vegetation, removing structures blocking fish from habitat and protecting bodies of water from the effects of industrial processes, agriculture and livestock.  

The 10 “Waters to Watch” are representative of freshwater to marine waters across the country including lakes and reservoirs that are improving through the conservation efforts of the National Fish Habitat Action Plan—a bold initiative to reverse persistent declines in aquatic habitat.  

The Action Plan’s 10 “Waters to Watch” Initiative was first unveiled in 2007 through its Fish Habitat Partnerships.  Since 2006, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has provided $5.8 million to support 136 on-the-ground projects in 35 states, leveraging $15.1 million in partner match, to address the priorities of the Fish Habitat Partnerships, along with funding from several other State and Federal Agencies and NGO’s.  

“Our approach—teaming federal, state and local partners—is helping to bring these waters back to life in most cases…in a faster more strategic way,” said Kelly Hepler, Chairman of the National Fish Habitat Board. “By watching these 10 models of our nation’s aquatic conservation efforts, we can see real progress in treating the causes of fish habitat decline, not just the symptoms.  These specific projects display on the ground work that can be held high as a vision of what quality habitat should be, which affects all people throughout the United States.”  

Meramec Watershed Basin (Fishers & Farmers Partnership) Efforts to improve aquatic habitat in the Meramec – Lower Bourbeuse Watershed Basin sub-watersheds are unique, as landowners drive the restoration program and their demand for assistance is high. An established six member landowner committee governs and guides restoration efforts in the watershed.  

There is a lengthy history of established landowner cooperation/participation in the Meramec Basin-Lower Bourbeuse watershed which includes Little Bourbeuse, Brush Creek, Lick Creek and Boone Creek sub-watersheds. There has been a waiting list of landowners with a clear desire to participate in watershed improvement efforts since 2001; with significant improvements in the watershed taking shape and showing a distinct difference in quality of habitat over the past eight years.  

Landowners initially chosen and empowered to govern as leaders of this community effort have led by example, contributing their time and expertise. Improved habitat practices will be installed by landowners and contractors. Root causes of habitat deterioration will be addressed.  There has been continuous demand for best management practices for agriculture, fisheries, forestry and wildlife to protect, enhance and restore natural resources in these watersheds.  

In an effort to improve stream habitat, 50 to 100-foot buffer zones will be reforested along the streams. Ten to thirty year agreements will be signed with landowners to ensure protection of resources.  Economic benefits such as lower fertilizer costs, higher forage utilization, and improved cattle health will encourage farmers to utilize best management practices to ensure this habitat stays intact.  

The Meramec Watershed Basin project is the largest partner driven project to be recognized as a “Water to Watch” by the National Fish Habitat Action Plan.  The Meramec project is one of two projects in 2009 under the guidance of a National Fish Habitat Action Plan “Candidate” Fish Habitat Partnership (Fishers & Farmers Partnership).  The Other project is Lake Houston in Texas (Reservoir Fisheries Habitat Partnership).  

Partners:  

Crawford County Cattleman’s Association  

Crawford County, Missouri Soil & Water Conservation District  

East-West Gateway Council of Governments  

Franklin County, Missouri Soil & Water Conservation District  

Lower Bourbeuse Conservation Opportunity Area Team  

Meramec Regional Planning Commission  

Missouri Department of Conservation  

Natural Resources Conservation Service  

Ozark Regional Land Trust  

Phelps County, Missouri Soil & Water Conservation District 

The Open Space Council for the St. Louis Region 

USDA Farm Services Agency  

The rest of the 10 Waters to Watch for 2009 include:  

*
Agulowak River, Alaska 

*
Jockey’s Ridge State Park, North Carolina

*
Lake Houston, Texas 

*
Lower Flint River, Georgia

*
Maggie Creek, Nevada

*
Pine Creek, Wisconsin 

*
South Fork Little Conemaugh River, Pennsylvania

*
Teton Creek, Idaho 

*
Whitethorn Creek, West Virginia 

The National Fish Habitat Action Plan is built on a framework of National Fish Habitat Partnerships. These regional-scale efforts include the Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership, the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture, the Western Native Trout Initiative, the Driftless Area Restoration Effort, the Matanuska-Susitna Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership, the Southwest Alaska Salmon Habitat Partnership, the Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership, the Desert Fish Habitat Partnership and the Hawaii Fish Habitat Partnership.  There are also 11 “Candidate” Fish Habitat Partnerships that have stated their intent to apply for full NFHAP Board recognition. 

 The Action Plan calls for the creation of at least 12 Fish Habitat Partnerships by 2010 to help identify the causes of habitat declines and implement corrective initiatives for aquatic conservation and restoration. 

Since its launch three years ago, the Action Plan has received wide public support. To date nearly 1,000 partners have pledged their support including a range of organizations interested in the health of the nation’s fisheries such as fishing clubs, international conservation organizations, federal agencies, angling industries and academia. Complete information on the scope of the plan is available at www.fishhabitat.org. 

The Action Plan is complemented by the “More Fish” campaign administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, which is taking the lead in raising funds for these and other projects under the Action Plan.  Information about the campaign can be found at www.morefish.org. 

# # # 

About the National Fish Habitat Action Plan  

The National Fish Habitat Action Plan is the most comprehensive effort ever attempted to treat the causes of aquatic habitat decline and fix the nation’s most pressing fisheries problems. The Action Plan is a science-based investment strategy to conserve waterways and make conservation dollars stretch farther by combining federal and privately raised funds to build regional partnerships. For more information, visit www.fishhabitat.org.  

CONTACT:  

Ryan Roberts                                                             Communications Coordinator  

301-713-4300 x 171                                                   rroberts@fishwildlife.org  

