Obama Signs Bill that Provides $475 million for Great Lakes Restoration 

On October 30th, President Obama signed an Interior Appropriations bill that 
provides $475 million for Great Lakes restoration. 
Under this bill, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative will receive $475 
million as part of the Interior and Environment Appropriations Act of 2010. 
The initiative invests in solutions to stop aquatic invasive species that 
cost the region at least $200 million annually in damage and control costs; 
clean up contaminated sediments that pose a threat to the health of people 
and wildlife; and restore wetlands and other habitat that protects water 
quality, prevents flooding and is the foundation of the regions outdoor 
economy. 

Senators Carl Levin (D-Mich.) and George Voinovich (R-Ohio), Rep. David Obey 
(D-Minn.) and Great Lakes members on congressional appropriations committees 
led the effort to fully fund the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, put 
forward in President Obama’s inaugural budget. 

"I look at the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative as a climate change 
adaptation effort," White House Great Lakes coordinator, Cam Davis said at a 
press briefing at the Great Lakes Science Center. "Everything that we're 
trying to do -- we, meaning the EPA and its 15 federal partners -- is 
designed to address the kind of stressors that we're likely to see coming to 
the Great Lakes as a result of climate change." 

This groundbreaking appropriation is the result of a five year national 
campaign by the 110-member Healing Our Waters Coalition, which is co-chaired 
and co-staffed by NWF's Great Lakes and federal offices. This is a huge 
victory in the effort for natural resource conservation. Congratulations and 
thank you to everyone who had a hand in this! 

