Great Waters Coalition Launch 

On December 8, an alliance representing more than 30 organizations came 
together with lawmakers from across the nation to launch Americas 
Great Waters Coalition. This coalition represents 9 of the largest water 
ecosystems in 27 of the lower 48 states, involving nearly half of the 
countrys population. 

Malia Hale and Larry Schweiger of NWF led the launch event at the 
Capitol building that saw 9 members of Congress attend and speak about 
the coalition's importance, including: Senator Amy Klobuchar (MN) 
Representatives Norm Dicks (WA), Elijah Cummings (MD), Tim Bishop (NY), 
Jay Inslee (WA),  Eddie Bernice Johnson (TX), Mike Quigley (IL), John 
Sarbanes (MD), and Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL). 

The degradation of our nations great waters has a serious 
environmental and economic impact on our communities, said 
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX). I look forward to working 
with Americas Great Waters Coalition to improve these important 
ecosystems. 

The coalition's goal is to protect, preserve and restore the nine 
largest water ecosystems in the country, including the Great Lakes, 
Chesapeake Bay, Seattle's Puget Sound and the Florida Everglades. To do 
so, the group will seek more than $20 billion in federal funding.  The 
coalition allows restoration advocates to team up rather than competing 
against one another for funding. 

Research has found that cleaning up the Great Lakes and its 
waterways-by improving water and sewer infrastructure, restoring and 
preserving wetlands and coastal habitats, and cleaning up toxic 
areas-would create jobs and inject billions of dollars into the regional 
economy, said Jennifer S. Vey, fellow, Brookings Institution. This 
indicates that directing public investments toward improving the health 
of all of the nations Great Waters-from the Chesapeake to the San 
Francisco Bay-simply makes good economic sense. 

Congratulations and thank you to everyone whose hard work and 
dedication has gone into the creation of this unprecedented coalition! 

For more info: <www.nwf.org/greatwaters> 

