Resolution of the American Fisheries Society Concerning the Teaching of
Alternativesto Evolution

WHEREAS, the mission of the American Fisheries Society isto improve the
conservation and sustainability of fishery resources and aquatic ecosystems by advancing
fisheries and aguatic science and promoting the development of fisheries professionals;
and

WHEREAS, effective conservation and sustainable management of aquatic resources
must be based on sound scientific principles that incorporate physical, biologica and
ecological processes; and

WHEREAS, science is a systematic method of continuing investigation based on
observation, measurement, hypothesis testing, experimentation, and theory building; and

WHEREAS, the body of knowledge encompassed by the theory of evolution isthe
foundation and unifying principle of the biological and ecological sciencesand is
supported by avast body of interdisciplinary evidence; and

WHEREAS, the theory of evolution satisfies the scientific criteria of being understood
through scientific scrutiny, revision and evaluation through testable hypotheses; and

WHEREAS, many local, state and national organizations continue to argue for inclusion
of creationism, intelligent design or other political or faith-based doctrines alongside
evolution in the science curricula of public schools; and

WHEREAS, none of the various faith-based doctrines have proposed scientifically
testable hypotheses or rest upon a credible foundation of scientific evidence; and

WHEREAS, the lack of scientific foundation or scientifically testable structure of faith-
based doctrines make them improper for inclusion in scientific curricula; and

WHEREAS, scientific organizations have a duty to demand and ensure scientific
principlesin research and education,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The American Fisheries Society, in accordance with
more than 70 other scientific societies, affirms that the theory of evolution isthe only
current scientific explanation for the diversity of life on earth for inclusion in the science
curricula of public schools.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the American Fisheries Society opposes policies that
would allow the teaching of creationism, intelligent design or other political or faith-
based doctrines in public school science classes and encourages citizens, educational
authorities and legislators to oppose such policies at the appropriate federal, state and
local levels of government.



