
Dear Friends, 

 

This issue of Mainstream has been structured very similar to past volumes and the four major 

categories include committee reports, upcoming events, chapter reports, & news and announce-

ments. As usual, our committee and chapter members have been very busy and there are number 

of exciting events coming up this year, so check this section out and mark your calendars. 

 

I know that the field season is upon us. Therefore, I want to thank all of the individuals who pro-

vided the various reports, announcements, issues, or other information to include in this newslet-

ter. Although this is my first Mainstream issue as editor, this is our newsletter, not mine, so I 

encourage and appreciate any comments you may have to improve it. 

 

Please keep the information coming! 

 

In closing, I also wanted to note that this issue would not have been possible without substantial 

assistance from Sara Teske, environmental planner at the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Plan-

ning Commission. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tom Slawski, NCD newsletter editor 

Tslawski@sewrpc.org 
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1. RSTC and Indiana Sea Grant co-sponsored a Fish Passage Workshop which was held November 7 & 8, 2007 in 

Wheaton, IL.  The workshop was well attended with over 50 participants from all over the Midwest, including IN, 

IA, IL, MI, MN, MO, NE and WI.  We also had presenters from Ontario, MS, MI, MN, IL, and IA covering a 

wide variety of topics including: modeling of downstream passage, culvert design for fish passage, ecologically 

based fish passage approaches, rock ramps, bypass channels, dam removal, and summaries of the effectiveness of 

various passages methods.  Our lunch presentation was about the Asian carp electric barrier, designed to stop fish 

from passing. The first day of the workshops included lectures and discussion, and on second day we visited dam 

removal sites on a small stream and on a larger river, toured a rock ramp (damaged by high winter ice and flow), 

and a small bypass channel.  There was much discussion and interaction and overall the workshop was very suc-

cessful.  As a bonus, attendees were able to get continuing education credits for the workshop.  Illinois Institute of 

Technology hosted the event.  Arrangements were handled by Leslie Dorworth of Indiana Sea Grant.  Sea Grant 

has sponsored several of these workshops in the past.  Involvement of the RSTC provided a much broader audi-

ence and may be the start of a long term partnership. 

 

2.  Our annual spring meeting was held at the Rock Island Conservation Club, Milan, IL March 14-15, 2007.  There 

were about 30 attendees from throughout the Midwest and Canada.  Paul Kanehl of WI DNR stepped down as the 

Secretary after 10 years of meritorious service.  Kraig McPeek was elected as the new Secretary. Steve Pescitelli 

stayed on as Chairperson for his second year of the customary 2-year term.  In addition to the usual business pro-

ceedings, the meeting included State and Provincial chapter reports, which highlight recent activities by chapter 

members and their associated agencies and institutions during the past year (see www.ncd-afs.org for summaries).   

The bulk of the 2-day meeting consisted of presentation of 13 technical papers.  Topics included, fish passage, 

dam removal, culvert replacement, ecological modeling in restoration, artificial hummock construction, Federal 

Wildlife Action Plan summaries, Asian carp barrier monitoring, fish assemblage/IBI research, and aquatic moni-

toring. We also had a very good mixer featuring steak and green beer for St Pattyôs.  Thanks especially to Dan 

Sallee, and Rick Anderson and for organization and execution of the meeting, and the Rock Island Conservation 

Club who graciously provides our meeting space and great hospitality every year. 

 

3. The RSTC sponsored a Stream Monitoring Symposium at the 67th Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, held in 

Omaha, December, 2006. The title of the symposium was ñStatewide and Regional Stream and River Monitoring 

Programs:  Overviews and Applications.ò  Topics included: 1) Overview of state monitoring programs; 2) Over-

view of state database programs; 3) Interstate or regional programs; 4) Emerging or advanced techniques in moni-

toring; 5) Monitoring for biological diversity; 6) Case studies or project specific applications using state protocols.   

The symposium was a great success with 40 papers, filling the entire two and a half days.  In fact, there were 3 

additional papers presented Sunday afternoon, at the RSTC Winter Meeting, prior to the conference.  We had rep-

resentatives from almost all the Midwestern States and a few national summaries.  There was a good crowd pre-

sent throughout the  symposium and much positive feedback was received.  Thanks go out to Paul Kanehl who did 

all the heavy lifting for this successful event. 

 

4. Our 2006 annual winter meeting was held on December 3, 2006 in Omaha, NE in conjunction with the 67th An-

nual Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference.  In addition to normal business and chapter reports, we had three 

presentations which were submitted to the monitoring symposium, but the authors agreed to present at the RSTC 

Meeting due to lack of space in formal symposium schedule.  Presenters were   Stephen Pescitelli (IL), Debra 

Baker (KS), and Nicholas Ahrens (SD). 

Rivers and Streams Technical Committee by Steve Pescitelli 

Committee Reports 

http://www.ncd-afs.org/
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National 

Final Report on the Current Sampling Techniques and Information Needs of Catfish Researchers and Managers.  Re-

sults from 2006 national survey of biologists and managers.  Available online from SDAFS Ictalurid Committee. 

 

Wisconsin  - Flathead catfish Surveys 

Wolf and Fox Rivers ï WDNR Fisheries management comprehensive survey, annual index surveys conducted in 2007, 

Capture tag adult and juvenile flathead catfish using hoop nets and low pulse electrofishing.  Late fall early winter 

scuba dive to capture and mark juvenile flatheads at winter locations. 

 

Wolf River ï WDNR Fish Research, 2007, Implant radio transmitters in 21 juvenile flathead catfish in early spring at 

wintering locations and follow fish for entire year to obtain movement patterns and habitat use. 

 

WDNR Flathead catfish in winter video online through SDAFS catfish committee.  15 minute underwater video of 

flathead catfish at overwinter locations filmed in the Wolf River. 

 

WDNR Rule change proposal ï Flathead Catfish in the Winnebago System, reduce bag and possession, establish a 

season length, implement slot or one over size limits.  Proposal up for vote at spring 2008 conservation hearings. 

 

Channel Catfish, Mississippi River ï WDNR fish management is assessing recruitment & monitoring the fluctua-

tions in population size structure & abundance of channel catfish in Mississippi River Pools 4, 8, and 10.  Monitoring 

these populations are essential for developing management plans & evaluating management success.  Our methods 

employ a combination of bait and slat traps set in a similar manner & time each year which will allow for reasonable 

estimates of changes in stock density. 

Ictalurid Committee Report by Randal Piette 

.5. The 2007 Winter Meeting will be held at the 68th Midwest Fish and Wildlife Meeting in Madison, WI Dec 9, 

2007, 3:00-5:00 PM in Room M at the Monona Terrace. In addition to our usual business, we will have one or 2 

short presentations.  We will also discuss future workshops and symposiums for 2008, including a possible topic 

of urbanization impact of stream ecosystem, with continued collaboration with IN Sea Grant. 

  

6. An article entitled:  ñA survey of stream habitat assessment and remediation: Programs and practices in the AFS 

North Central Divisionò is still in hopper and we hope to finally complete that in the coming year for submission 

to Fisheries. 

 

7.  The date for the annual spring meeting is set for March 11 & 12, 2008. This year we will be having elections for 

Chairman of the Committee, which in the past has been a two year term. Topics for future workshops or symposia 

were discussed at length. One possible topic, effects of urbanization on stream ecosystems, received a rather cool 

reception (too many rural biologists present!). Don Roseboom suggested that the Committee begin developing 

formal recommendations to guide stream restoration practices in order to maximize fisheries/ecosystem benefits. 

With the large number of restoration projects happening each year, we should be prepared with detailed input for 

these efforts, which are often driven from structural or engineering perspective. A good portion of the spring meet-

ing will be dedicated to this topic. Several speakers will be invited to kick off the discussions. 

 

Please check out our new website at www.ncd-afs.org under NCD Committees for all of the latest information on the 

Symposium, state chapter reports, meeting minutes, our current projects, Chapter Representatives, Whoôs Who, and 

current Committee officers. 

http://www.ncd-afs.org/
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Aquatic Stewardship (Goals AS 1 through AS 3) 

At our summer 2007 meeting, we began updating the 10-year-old ETC publication, Introductory, Maintenance, and 

Restoration Stocking of Esocids.  This will provide fisheries managers with the most current information of esocid 

stocking practices in NCD states/province. 

 

Information Transfer and Outreach (Goals ITO 1 through ITO 5) 

We held our summer meeting on August 9-10, 2007 at Kemp Biological Station on Lake Tomahawk near Minocqua, 

WI.  Chapter/state reports were presented and four excellent technical presentations were given. 

 

We discussed conducting a future workshop on assessment methods for esocids.  More discussion will occur at our fall 

meeting. 

 

The Esocid Technical Committee, along with Muskies, Inc., co-sponsored the second International Muskellunge Sym-

posium at Indianapolis, IN, October 28-20, 2005 (The Muskie Symposium:  A Memorial Tribute to E. J. Crossman).  

Symposium proceedings have been published as a special issue of Environmental Biology of Fishes and as a book.  Jim 

Diana coordinated these efforts. 

 

Member Services (Goals MS 1 though MS 6) 

The History of the Esocid Technical Committee has been updated and submitted for posting of the NCD web page. 

 

Our 2007/08 Chair will be Ed Braun from Indiana 

Esocid Technical Committee by Mark Boone 



M AINSTREAM PAGE 5 

This year at the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference in Columbus, Ohio, there are two workshops that are being 

organized by the NCD Continuing Education Committee. 

 

The first is an ñIntroduction to Spatial Modeling Using ArcGIS and Geostatistical Analyst.ò This course is an intro-

duction to quantitative spatial modeling and geostatistics.  An increasingly important task in the natural resources is 

to create spatially continuous models or maps from field data.  Spatial models are essential to using such data in Geo-

graphic Information Systems for ecosystem modeling, risk analysis, and decision support.  A wide range of statistical 

and geostatistical techniques are available to conduct mapping in an efficient, quantitative, and scientifically objec-

tive manner.  This course gives an introduction to these techniques, with an emphasis on best practices rather than 

mathematical and statistical theory. The instructor for this course is Erik R. Venteris, Ph.D., a Senior Geologist with 

the Ohio Division of Geological Survey. 

 

The second workshop is ñTechniques for Powerful Presentations.ò Reaching your desired future as a professional 

requires an ability to be an effective communicator and a skilled presenter. A powerful public presence is an impor-

tant dimension of your career and role as a leader. Only when you represent yourself with authority and conviction 

will people follow your lead. No one can afford to ignore the principles of developing and improving their public 

presence. The first impression you make on others is critical. The major challenge today in our society is to be able to 

speak so others hear you.  Our over communicated world has led us to be poor listeners as well as poor communica-

tors.  This course will help you learn how to present your knowledge/information on a higher level.  The course is 

designed to help the participant learn how to listen first, and then speak with clarity.  The listening phase is focused 

around the acronym W.A.I.T.... "Why" "Am" "I" "Talking?"   To speak with more clarity one must first answer this 

question.  Once this is answered one speaks to the listener's need, not out of random ideas.  Our challenge is to speak 

to our listener not just recite information we know.  When we learn these techniques we move in the direction of 

making a presentation that our audiences can apply. 

 

For more detailed information about these workshops, please email Angela Grier agrier@dnr.IN.gov. 

Conference Workshops  

Upcoming Events 

The theme for this year's conference is Foundation for the Future of Fish and Wildlife Man-

agement. Keynote speaker, Shane Mahoney, the Executive Director of Sustainable Develop-

ment and Strategic Science at the Newfoundland & Labrador Department of Environment 

and Conservation, will share his vision on this topic. 

 

Born and raised in Newfoundland, Shane Mahoney is a biologist, writer, and frequent lec-

turer on environmental and resource conservation issues.  He has authored and co-authored 

over 120 scientific and popular articles and reports, and appeared in, or assisted with, films 

for the CBC, BBC, Turner Broadcasting, and National Geographic. 

 

Shane has a unique combination of passion, skill and ability.  He is a visionary who chal-

lenges not only himself but all to strive to do their best at all times, by continuing to set high 

standards for individual, community, organizations, and government. 

69th Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference 

Foundation for the Future of Fish and Wildlife Management 

December 14-17, 2008 

Columbus, Ohio 

mailto:agrier@dnr.IN.gov



